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Upcoming Events 

Youth Sunday & Fundraiser Lunch Saturday May 5 11:00 AM 

Adult Fellowship Temple Theater Sunday May 5 2:00 PM 

Z-Bowling Fellowship Event Saturday May 11 3:00 PM 

Adult Fellowship DPAC Theater Saturday May 18 2:00 PM 

Memorial Day Service /Armed Forces 
Acknowledgement 

Sunday May 26 11:00 AM 

On May 19, the Day 
of Pentecost, we cele-
brate the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.  This 
year we are privileged 

to celebrate the gift of the Spirit by 
receiving graduates of the confirma-
tion class into full membership of the 
congregation.  As part of their class, 

the confirmands have written papers, 
reflecting on their personal faith and 
on passages of Scripture that are 
meaningful to them.   

What would you write if you were as-
signed to write about your 
faith?  Which passages of Scripture 
illumine or challenge you the 
most?  Consider writing your own pa-
per this month, and hand it in to me if 
you like!  I'd love to read them and I 

won't issue any grades.   

Also, consider this month 
how you might guide 
those who are young in 
their faith.  New Chris-
tians come in all shapes 
and sizes, all ages and 
stages, and perhaps you 
know some of them.  How 
are you serving as a guide 
and example to someone 
who is being formed in 
Christ? 

Thanks be to God for the 
Holy Spirit, new and fresh 
each day. 
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It is only 24 hours 
after the bombings 
in Boston as I think 
about what to write 
for our newsletter.  

It is an unbelievable event that 
will now be part of our historyð
and a horrifying event for us to 
imagine.  And it is now one of 
many many horrifying events that 
seem to keep coming and coming.  
Where is the hope?  Where is the 
end to such senseless violence?  
As Christians how do we cope 
with the deep sense of loss and 
helplessness in the face of these 
tragedies? 

As a parent, I not only despise that 
these terrible things happen in the 
world, but they happen and  I have 
to tell my children about them.  I 
do not want them to know this is 
the world they live in.  But it is 
important that parents are the ones 
your children hear terrifying news 
fromðso you can help them pro-
cess what they hearðand let them 
know that you are available to 
themðto hear their fears, their 
sorrows, to help them process 

through these things that are so 
difficult to understand. 

When Kayley was little she used 
to play the ñWhat ifò game with 
meðespecially when she didnôt 
want to do something that was 
new or uncomfortable for her.  It 
was the ñworst case scenarioò of 
whatever the situation was she 
was going into.  She was very lit-
tle at the time though, and her 
worse case scenarios tended to be 
ñWhat if I go to camp and there is 
a bully there and she is mean to 
meò or ñWhat if I get hurt on the 
hike and no one can help me.ò  
These what if scenarios would al-
ways stump me.  I would thinkð
you know she is right, ñwhat ifò 
could happen, and then what?  I 
was talking with my friend, Nancy 
Rozak about one of these ñ what 
ifò scenarios and she said ñThat is 
easy.  Say ñHoney, what if it 
doesnôt?  What if you donôt meet a 
bully at camp, but a nice girl who 
becomes a good friend? What if 
you donôt get hurt on the hike and 
enjoy a beautiful day and view?ò   
What if can go both waysðwhat 
if it happensðor what if it 
doesnôt. 

After the crucifixion, and before 
Easter the disciples were mired 

down in the ñWhat ifò game.  Je-
sus was dead.  What if everything 
he said was not true.  What if he 
was gone forever and we are left 
on our own?  What if the bad guys 
did win?  What will we do? 

Thank God ñWhat ifò happened 
differently.  The bad guys did not 
winðGod won and Jesus rose 
from the dead, and the disciples 
lives were changed foreverðthe 
WORLD was changed forever.  
Even though at times our world 
seems to have many more ñwhat 
ifò scenarios that seem to have the 
bad guys winning, we know the 
TRUTH.  We know Godôs love 
prevails.  Every time.  Godôs love 
prevailed in Boston in the people 
who were there at the sceneð
those who ran toward the 
bombsðthose who helped in 
whatever way they could.  Godôs 
love prevails when we reach out 
to a friend who is hurting, or to a 
stranger who is in need.  Godôs 
love and hope prevail when we 
remember what God did on Easter 
morning, what God does every 
day in our lives.  We are Easter 
people who face the what ifs with 
confidence in Godôs everlasting 
kingdom. 

Thanks be to God. 

Mary Todd Peters 

Director of Christian Education 

I was raised in the Church.  My father was a deacon, 
and my mother was librarian, office assistant, circle 
leader, Sunday school teacher, and practically any-
thing else that needed doing.  My sister and I were 
active in Sunday school, youth choir, training union, 
and whatever youth fellowship activities were availa-
ble.  Going to church was a habit, but a habit I en-
joyed; comfort in the rituals of our services, learning 
new things, and developing new relationships.   

When I went off to college, I was questioning just 
about everything that was structured (this was the 
late 60ôs, and I was a teenager, duh!).   I did not have 
the family and friend association to keep me in-
volved in the church.  Oh sure, I went a couple of 
times out of habit, but I did not feel that I was part of 
the church I attended.  The congregation members 
greeted me out of habit or obligation, but I did not 
get any genuine enthusiasm that would have helped 
me ñre-connectò.   

So, I dropped out.  I got involved with work, hob-
bies, then marriage, and then another marriage, and 
before I knew it, nearly thirty years had passed.  Life 
was complicated, busy, and when both parents had 
passed, and the marriage started to crumble with a 
young son in the middle, I was hurt, angry, and I had 
nowhere to turn.  These were difficult times and I 
had no solace.  I had my Christian background, and I 
tried to live by the golden rule, but I was empty with-
out the support of my family and church community.   

Then I met Meredith.  Donôt know how I knew, but 
she was the one I needed.  Those of you who know 
her understand how deeply spiritual she is.  Her faith 
in a higher being, and her strength in staying con-
nected, helped me in ways I canôt explain, but ulti-
mately I became open to re-connecting.  We visited 
several churches, were welcomed appropriately, sang 
the hymns, listened to the sermons, participated in 
the services, but were not inspired.  There always 

Raised in the Church, Lost, and Found Again 



On Pentecost Sun-
day, May 19, the 
New Hope Choir 
will offer Bob Chil-
cott's Jazz Mass, a 

beautiful recent setting of historic 

worship texts. The Choir 
will be joined by a jazz 
trio (piano, bass, and per-
cussion). Pentecost is an 
especially appropriate time 
of the church year for jazz. Jazz 
brings together the freedom of im-
provisation and the rigorous disci-
pline of practice and learning an 
instrument. Similarly, the Holy 

Spirit "blows where it will" (John 
3:8) but always to bring us closer 
to the Word of God, Jesus Christ. 

 The Choir invites you to enter 
worship on Pentecost with the ex-
pectation that through the Holy 
Spirit God will begin a new work 
of love and grace in our life togeth-
er at New Hope. 

Mark Gorman 

Director of Music 
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seemed to be something missing. 

God led us to New Hope through the Scouting pro-
gram, to which my son and I belonged.  We first at-
tended a worship service here on a Scout Sunday; 
myself to support the Scouts, and Meredith to sup-
port me.  Pastor Ron was preaching that day, and his 
message impressed both of us.  We were warmly 
greeted and although we werenôt quite sure what we 
were doing, we wanted to come back.   

Long story short, here I am, back in the fold again.  
And glad of it.  Thanks to Ron, thanks to Ray, thanks 
to Kerri, thanks to Mark, thanks to Mary Todd, 
thanks to all of you at New Hope.  All have been in-
strumental in my journey back to the church. 

 

Hereôs a few things Iôve learned:   

Come to Church regularly 

Make it a habit!  I know life is busy and complicated 
and there are many demands on our time.  But, of all 
the outside activities we and our children have, 
doesnôt the church provide the best dividend? 

Never underestimate the value of a church envi-
ronment on youth 

Itôs provided the roots to my faith, and even though I 
strayed, Iôve returned to faith.  My son, who was not 
raised in a church environment (one of my most 
egregious failings) will have a harder time connect-
ing, if ever he can.  Encourage your children to par-
ticipate as much as possible in church activities.  
Talk with them about what your faith means to you.  
They will always have a transitional time, and the 
better theyôre prepared, the more likely they can stay 
connected or become re-connected. 

Talk about your faith, come to Sunday school 

There are many opportunities to talk about your faith, 
but few where you have support like youôll have in 
Sunday school.  Iôve found the ability to discuss, 
question, and hear others talk about their faith jour-
neys, helps me to understand my faith better and to 
apply it better to the other six days of the week.  
Weôre blessed with great Sunday school classes, for 

young and old  Thereôs always room for more. 

Spend time with your fellow members 

The members of this church have become my second 
family.  I enjoy fellowship with them, and enjoy get-
ting to know each and every one better.  It enhances 
my sense of belonging, and gives me solace and 
strength to know someone cares.  Take some time to 
spend with folks you donôt know very well.  Sit with 
different folks at fellowships. 

Greet our visitors 

Folks who are visiting are probably a little nervous; 
after all, theyôre not quite sure what theyôre getting 
into.  But, the fact they are there means they are 
seeking to connect with God through a church com-
munity.  Letôs greet them genuinely.  Encourage 
them to join us in our next fellowship or potluck 
lunch.  Sit with them and get to know them and let 
them get to know you.  The faith and warmth of our 
church is a powerful attractor.  Let it shine. 

Talk to your pastor 

Thereôs no end to the support, help, and advice your 
pastor can offer.  They want to know you better and 
thereôs no better way than one-on one conversation.  
Ray once told me that my tears were a manifestation 
of the Holy Spirit moving within me.  That may be 
one of the best things anyone has ever told me. 

Do something for the church 

Besides our Christian obligation to contribute our 
time and talents, it can be fun and rewarding. You get 
to know your fellow members better.  There are 
many possibilities for volunteerism in our church, 
and it extends the reach and scope of our church min-
istry.  Itôs been observed that members who are ac-
tive in church ministries are more likely to continue 
active participation in the church.   
 

 

We are blessed to belong to such a community of 
faith, where we can support and encourage each oth-
er in the service and worship of our Lord.   
      

     Al Townsend 

Found Again, continued 
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