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Upcoming Events 

New Hope Camp BBQ & Barn Dance Saturday October 5 5:00 PM 

World Communion Sunday Sunday October 6 11:00 AM 

Session Meeting Sunday October 13 6:00 PM 

Dedication of New Hymnals Sunday October 27 11:00 AM 

Newcomers Luncheon Sunday October 27 12:00 PM 

About this time last 
year, I was interview-
ing for the call as pas-
tor of New Hope  

Presbyterian Church.  
To prepare for the interviews, I bought 
a new outfit.  I made sure I had the 
church's information printed out and 
placed in a portfolio with plenty of 
paper.  I had my questions researched 
and written.  Then, when the call came 
and I accepted it, I started making 
lists.  Lists of things to do, things to 
pack, things to hand over to someone 
else in Greenville, and so many more. 

Each fall, a similar transition happens 
in our congregation.  Our newly elect-
ed ruling elders, trustees, nominating 
committee, and camp board represent-
atives prepare for the coming year.  
Our leaders who are ending their terms 
think of what they need to hand over, 
and what they would like to accom-
plish, before the end of the year ar-

rives. 

I invite you to pray for all of these 
people who are working up to a transi-
tion.  Stepping into, or away from, big 
commitments is a time of discernment 
and great meaning.  Sometimes it is a 
time of anxiety as well.  Pray for the 
ministry, the long hours, the questions, 
and the joy that are bundled together 
in someone who serves the church. 

At the same time, pray about your own 
involvement in our congregation.  This  

month, you will be receiving a stew-
ardship packet in the mail, which will  

contain a ñTime and Talentò card.  
Speak to me or any of our committee 
chairs if you think you would like to 
serve in any way.  Even if you aren't 
sure how your service would take 
shape, talk to me and we can discern 
that together. 

I pray for a spirit of discernment, ex-
pectation, and openness as we prepare 
for our life together in 2014. 
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ñAnd as it turns out, 
if one person is pray-
ing for you, buckle 
up. Things can hap-
pen.ò  
ˈ Anne Lamott 

 

 Help Thanks Wow: Three Es-
sential Prayers 

I was helping Lovie Watson a few 
Sundays ago with the preschool 
class that takes place during wor-
ship.  Lovie was talking with the 
children about prayer and asking 
them to share some of the things 
we can pray for.  One child asked 
for prayers for his grandfather 
who was sick.  Another child 

asked for prayers for her 
family.  Then one of the 

older children in the room spoke 
up: ñI heard there might be a war 
soon in another country, and I 
think we should pray for peace, 
and for the people in that country, 
that they will be safe.ò  Lovie and 
I looked at each other, astonished 
at this request from someone so 
young.  I remember Lovie closing 
our time together 
in prayer, includ-
ing all the prayers 
that had been re-
quested.  Later we 
talked about how 
out of the mouth 
of babes came this 
very serious and 
grown-up prayer 
request.  Amazing 

and sad all at once. 

 A few days later, the news report-
ed that the conflict in Syria had 
been at least delayed while Russia 
tries to negotiate with Syria to 
give up their chemical weapons.  I 
have a large distrust of what is 
reported in the media, and I donôt 
claim to understand all the details 
or politics about what is happen-
ing in this volatile situation.  But I 

canôt help but be 
thankful for the 
prayer a child 
asked us to pray on 
that Sunday.   

Yes, prayer is a 
powerful thing.   

Thank you God. 

Mary Todd Peters 

Director of Christian Education 

ñGROWING UP, I spent my summers in the state of 
Washington. Now and then when my family would 
drive by the apple orchards, I would stare out the car 
window, amazed at the splendor of the trees. I was 
mesmerized by how enormous the orchards were and 
how perfectly the trees were aligned.  

ñAs I got older I realized this beauty was a sign of the 
labor put into the orchard. Each tree had to be wa-
tered, pruned, inspected for insects ï and that is just 
the beginning. Off in the distance I could see younger 

trees maturing, get-
ting ready one day 
to be harvested. 
While these trees 
were not bearing 
fruit, they were 
tended to with as 
much, if not more, 
attention, than the 
trees bearing fruit. I 

realized that none of this beauty, and especially none 
of the fruit, could occur without care, patience, and 
endurance. For neglected trees wither and eventually 
die.  

ñPaul first speaks of ñfruit of the Spiritò in Galatians 
5:22-23 and continues the metaphor again in Colos-
sians. This image of fruitfulness is very appropriate. 
The gospel message is indeed a living, growing reali-
ty for those who receive it. It dwells with us, taking 
root and maturing as deeply as we care for it. As fruit 
bears seeds that then spread and germinate, we are 

able to share and spread the gospel with others so that 
they may bear fruit as well.ò 

This is an excerpt from The Upper Room daily devo-
tionals I receive in my email.  To receive the devo-
tion in your email, go to http://
devotional.upperroom.org/emaildevotional. There are 
instructions on how to get the email sent to your in-
box. 

Dee Dee Azhikakath. ñAre We As Faithful As We 
Think?ò The Upper Room Disciplines 2010: A Book 
of Daily Devotions July 9, 2010: pg. 202. Copyright 
É 2010 by Upper Room Books. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. To learn more about or to pur-
chase this book, please visit http://
bookstore.upperroom.org/. 

             Mary Todd Peters 

What spiritual practices do you follow to help your life bear fruit?  



At the end of Octo-
ber, we will cele-
brate the arrival of 
the new hym-
nal, Glory to God, in 

a service of dedication. For this 
monthôs newsletter, I asked the 
members of the worship committee 
to share a thought about their fa-
vorite hymns. Here are answers 
from a few of us: 

Claire Capps: ñMy favorite hymn 
is óBe Thou My Vision.ô  I love the 
simplicity of the tune and how it 
builds in the middle.  I also appre-
ciate the text for God to guide us 
and be in all that we do.ò 

Anne Montgomery: ñóA Mighty 
Fortressô: It's so Martin Lutherða 
marvelous description of God as I 
see him.  Itôs a perfect funeral 
hymn as well ANY time we need 
to hear words that remind us how 
certain we can be of the One we 

worship.  The music is also inspir-
ing and so singable.  It always 
comforts me. óHoly, Holy, Holyô: 
Always a joy to sing and to hear is 
this great hymn of praise.  It takes 
me back through the years with a 
hymn that I learned as a child in 
the Baptist church and it still func-
tions as a warm fuzzy for me.ò 

Elizabeth Lacey: ñThere are many 
hymns that I like. However, one 
hymn that is special to me is óA 
Mighty Fortressô because it was 
one of my grandmother's favorites. 
I remember her with great fondness 
every time we sing it.ò 

Elizabeth Prioli: ñMy favorite 
hymn is óPsalm 23ô sung to the 
Crimond melody. This was the 
melody I learned to sing in church 
and school growing up in Scot-
land.  We sang the Crimond ver-
sion during our wedding ceremony 
at Trinity Church in Boston. This 
melody and psalm bring me com-
fort and remind me of home.ò 

As for me, one of my favorite 
hymns is ñAll Praise to Thee, My 

God, This Night.ò I love the flow 
of the text and the beautiful melo-
dy that goes with it. Now Libby 
and I sing it every night at bedtime 
with our children, and it is precious 
to our family. 

What about you? Do you have a 
favorite hymn? Why is it meaning-
ful to you: is it something about the 
hymn text or the tune? Do you as-
sociate it with a particular event or 
season? Feel free to send me an 
email with a line or two about your 
favorite hymn. 

gorman.mark@gmail.com  

Mark Gorman 

Director of Music 
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Our congregation's mission state-
ment has a three-part reflection on 
stewardship of natural, human, and 
financial resources.  Last month I 
shared some thoughts on steward-
ship of natural resources, and this 
month's reflection focuses on hu-
man resources. 

We might learn a lot from mission 
trips.  Here are some human re-
sources practices Iôve learned from 
mission trips over the years: 

Invite, invite, invite  

Mission trips donôt happen unless 
invitations are issued.  The people 
being served must invite the agen-
cies into their homes and lives; 
they cannot be forced to accept 
help.  Mission agencies issue an 
invitation to those whom they 
think would benefit from their ser-
vices.  Trip leaders invite volun-
teers to join the trips.  Nothing 

happens without a personal invita-
tion. 

Share, share, share 

On most mission trips, volunteers 
encounter a problem of not having 
enough manual labor to fill up a 
morning, or not having enough 
room so that everyone gets to par-
ticipate in the exact same activity.  
So we have to figure out a way to 
rotate responsibilities: taking turns 
working and resting, dividing up 
the work so that everyone can do at 
least one thing.  Everyone feels 
productive when we share the 
work, whether the work lasted ten 
minutes or all day. 

Visit, visit, visit 

ñVisitingò may sound like an un-
productive way to spend time on 
mission trips.  Arenôt we here to 
work, some people ask.  Yet there 
is so much to be gained from time 
spent visiting with others during 

the trip.  Some of our Appalachian 
Service Project participants spent 
time talking to the people whose 
homes they were repairing, hearing 
their stories and learning about 
their background.  Our Washing-
ton, D.C. trip participants spent 
time visiting with each other on the 
Amtrak ride to and from the city.  
Both groups spent time talking 
with one another at the end of each 
day.  Visiting is a huge part of 
ministry that is easy to overlook.  It 
may not feel like ñwork.ò Yet, if 
we demonstrate that we care about 
one another, we can be an invalua-
ble resource to one another.   

In your areas of ministry, do you 
invite, share, and visit?  Have you 
received a welcome invitation or 
visit from someone in this congre-
gation?  Consider in your own life 
how you might best steward your 
time and your relationships. 

Human StewardshipðRev. Kerri Hefner 
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Photo   Album 

Now and Then 


