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Recently Presbyterian 
Outlook published  
an article by Rev. 

Ashley-Anne Masters 
on caring for those 

dealing with cancer. It is titled, ñCancer 
Doesnôt Discriminate Between the Sinners 
and the Saintsò όpublished 6/13/17).  
To read the article online, go to http:// 

pres-outlook.org/2017/06/cancer-doesnt-
discriminate-sinners-saints/  

Masters takes a stand for religious faith in 
the midst of cancer, reminding us that we 
are never apart from Godôs love. She 
suggests we remember a quote from two 
recent Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
confessions: ñIn life and in death we 
belong to God. And life is a gift to be 
received with gratitude and a task to be 
pursued with courage.ò Further, 
Masters argues against using battle 
imagery for cancer.  Iôve heard others say 
the same thing recently. How, asks 
Masters, can we say that anyone who has 
suffered from cancer is a ñloserò?  She 
reminds us to approach our loved ones 
who are sick with gratitude and not guilt. 

I thought the wisdom in this article applies 
to other terrifying situations we encounter: 
illness, breaking of relationships, financial 

crisis. Let us remember that in life and in 
death we belong to God. Let us take time 
to celebrate life and love, milestones and 
memories.  Let us recognize and grow 
from our mistakes, but also let us replace 
guilt with gratitude and grace. 

Several of you have picked up the Care 
Notes in the narthex over the past year or 
so. I liked those leaflets because they gave 
sincere encouragement and advice for a 
wide range of concerns, including illness. 
I hope those notes were a help to 
you. Unfortunately, the publisher has gone 
out of business. So, perhaps in this 
newsletter or on the church website blog 
section, I can pass along helpful articles 
and resources. To access the blog, visit 
newhopepresusa.org, hover your mouse 
over ñNews,ò and click on ñPastorôs  
Blog ï New Hopes.ò 

If you are dealing with a difficult situation 
today, pursue with courage. Remember 
Godôs love which surrounds you. 
Remember how Jesus treated each sick 
person he encountered with compassion 
and respect. Remember that Godôs Spirit 
is within you, the same Spirit Jesus gave 
to his disciples with his breath (John 
20:22). In life and in death, we belong  
to God. 
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Flat Jesus on the MOVE this Summer!  

Our families were given family faith folders with 

activities to do during their travels this summer ð 

and a Flat Jesus. They were encouraged to take their 

folder and ñFlat Jesusò with them on their trips. When 

they stop at a scenic place or are doing something fun 

they are to take pictures of ñFlat Jesusò with their 

family.  These pictures will be sent to Mary Todd for 

an end of summer bulletin board ð so we can see 

where our families and Flat Jesus have traveled! See 

if you recognize where my flat Jesus is in these 

pictures!  If you would like to 

pick up a flat Jesus (and other 

activities) they will be out on 

the childrenôs table in the 

narthex. 

Dear Jesus, help us to spread your fragrance  
everywhere we go. 

Flood our souls with your spirit and life. 
Penetrate and possess our whole being so utterly, 
that our lives may only be a radiance of yours. 

Shine through us, and be so in us, 
that every person we should come in contact with 

may feel your presence in our soul. 
Let them look up and see no longer us, but only Jesus. 
Stay with us, and then we shall begin to shine  

as you shine; 
so to shine as to be a light to others; 
the light, Jesus, will be all from you. 

None of it will be ours. 
It will be you shining on others through us. 

Let us thus praise you in the way you love best, 
by shining on those around us. 

Let us preach you without preaching: 
not by words, but by our example, 

by the catching force, 
the sympathetic influence of what we do, 

the evident fullness of the love our hearts bear for you. 

Amen. 

adapted - favorite prayer of Mother Teresa 

Director of Christian Education   Mary Todd Peters 

Dear New Hope Friends, 

In mid-July, two of New Hopeôs 

youth, Zuling and Shi Li Quade will 

be in Montreat experiencing their first 

Montreat Youth Conference. It is a 

wonderful week filled with worship, 

keynotes, drama, music, small 

groups, Bible study, recreation, free 

time (hike Lookout!), and a chance 

to get to meet other youth struggling to make sense 

out of faith, life and the world. 

This yearôs conference theme is ñA Missing 

PEACEò. We will be staying in a house with a 

youth group from Saint Andrewôs Presbyterian 

church in Tucker, GA. Please keep Zuling, Shi Li, 

and me in your prayers as we experience this 

conference. We look forward to sharing our 

experiences with you when we get back! 


