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Do you like the hymn 
ñO Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel?ò This 
hymn has become 
popular in many 

churches during the Advent season. Did 
you know the hymn is based on an 
ancient prayer called the ñO Antiphonsò? 

In this ancient prayer, the worshiper 

addresses God by various titles: Key of 

David, King of the Nations, Emmanuel, 

and so on. The idea is related to 

Isaiah 9:6, in which the 

prophet Isaiah relates 

several names for the 

coming Messiah. (ñFor a 

child has been born for us, a son given to 

us; authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 

of Peace.ò)   

Here's a simple prayer for Advent based 
on the O Antiphons, or names of the 
Messiah.  Iôve adapted this from a  
Presbyterian resource (see https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-
content/uploads/o_antiphons.pdf) 

Come, Jesus Christ, our savior. 
O Wisdom, teach us your way. 
O Lord, lead us to freedom. 
O Root of Jesse, grow in our lives. 
O Key of David, open our minds. 
O Sunrise, shine in our actions. 
O King of the Nations, rule in our hearts. 
O Emmanuel, God-with-us, be with us 
here, now, always. 

I hope that Advent will 
be a season of prayer 
and worship for all of us. 

With joy, 
Kerri 

Rev. Kerri Hefner  From the Pastorôs Desk 
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 OCIM Food Pantry Donations (1st Sunday of Month)    Sunday      Dec. 2 10:00 am 

Youth meet for Hillsborough Christmas Parade 
(Parade at 4:45 pm) 

Sunday Dec. 2 4:00 pm 

Wassail & Cookies following Worship &  
Decorating Tree & Sanctuary for Christmas 

Sunday Dec. 2 12:00 pm 

Adult Fellowship Sunday Dec. 9 12:00 pm 

Christmas Pageant Sunday Dec. 16  11:00 am 

Youth Caroling & Dinner Sunday Dec. 16 4:00 pm 

Christmas Storytelling & Breakfast Sunday  Dec. 23 9:45 am 

Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols Monday Dec. 24 5:30 pm 

Upcoming Events 
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 Director of Christian Education  Mary Todd Peters 

Dear New Hope Friends, 

I confess I have always wondered 
about this story of the angel Gabriel 
appearing to Mary and her response. 
According to Luke, Mary asks one 
question before agreeing to carry 
Godôs son. One. Really? I 

can imagine that she might 
have asked 100 questions! 
Or at least more than 
ONE. ñHow can this be, 
since I am a virgin?ò  

Mary has much to teach us about faith, 
hope, trust and being open to Godôs 
call. 

During the season of Advent, I invite 
you to explore and wonder about the 

Biblical account of Mary, Jesusô 
mother. Hers is a story that we feel 

like we know by 
heart, but perhaps it is 
time to re-read the 

account with fresh 
ears, eyes and hearts. 

When reading the story of Mary in 
Luke (Luke 1:26-56; 2:1-7; 2:19) I 
invite you to put aside everything you 
think you know about this story. Read 
it as if you are reading it for the first 
time. You might want to have a piece 

of paper handy and jot down your 
thoughts to the following questions: 

¶ While reading pretend you are 
MaryðWhat feelings surface?  

¶ What questions would you have if 
this was happening to you? 

¶ As you hear this story what is 
missing from it?  

¶ What can you imagine was 
happening as this story unfolded?  

¶ What do you wish was in the story 
but isnôt? 

¶ I wonder how Maryôs openness to 
Godôs call can inform us of our own 
call from God? 

What is God surprising you with this 
Advent? What new thing are you 

being called to do? Put a reminder on 
your mirror or 
somewhere you will 
see it every day: 
ñWhat would Mary 
do?ò 

This Advent may you journey with a 
new perspective of Mary and what she 

can teach you about being open to 
Godôs call in your heart.  

φό  5ÐÏÎ ÅÎÔÅÒÉÎÇȟ 'ÁÂÒÉÅÌ ÇÒÅÅÔÅÄ ÈÅÒȡ 'ÏÏÄ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȦ 9ÏÕ΄ÒÅ ÂÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄ΄Ó ÂÅÁÕÔÙȟ  
"ÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÉÎÓÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔȦ 'ÏÄ ÂÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȢ  
φύ  3ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÏÒÏÕÇÈÌÙ ÓÈÁËÅÎȟ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ Á ÇÒÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÁÔȢ  
χτ "ÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌ ÁÓÓÕÒÅÄ ÈÅÒȟ ΅-ÁÒÙȟ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÅÁÒȢ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ Á ÓÕÒÐÒÉÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȡ  
χυ 9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÐÒÅÇÎÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÖÅ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÔÏ Á ÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÌÌ ÈÉÓ ÎÁÍÅ *ÅÓÕÓȢ  
χφ  (Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÇÒÅÁÔȟ ÂÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ΄3ÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÉÇÈÅÓÔȢ΄ 4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ 'ÏÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ ÈÉÍ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ  
ÆÁÔÈÅÒ $ÁÖÉÄȠ χχ (Å ×ÉÌÌ ÒÕÌÅ *ÁÃÏÂ΄Ó ÈÏÕÓÅ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒ - ÎÏ ÅÎÄȟ ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ËÉÎÇÄÏÍȢ΅ ,ÕËÅ υȡφό-χχ  
4ÈÅ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÔÒÁÎÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ %ÕÇÅÎÅ 0ÅÔÅÒÓÏÎ 

 

Young and old love good Christmas stories and these  
are some of the very best!  Look for them in the 
narthex. Borrow one or two but please bring it back  
the next Sunday for others to borrow too! 

Santaôs Favorite Story by Hisako Aoki 

and illustrated by Ivan Gantschev. Santa 

tells the story of the first Christmas, and 

the animals learn that Christmas comes 

because of Godôs amazing gift of love on 

the first Christmas. Preschool and up. 

The Nativity illustrated by Julie Vivas. The 

retelling of the story of the Nativity using the 

King James version and Julie Vivas beautiful 

artwork. All ages 

Great Joy by Kate DiCamillo and illustrated by 

Bagram Ibatoulline. A beautifully written and 

illustrated story about a monkey, his organ 

grinding friend, and Frances, the little girl who 

noticed them. All ages 

To Whom The Angel Spoke: A Story of 

Christmas by Terry Kay and illustrated by 

Eileen Blyth. This is the story of three 

shepherds who were different as men could 

be. Yet, one night, those men heard a voice, 

and because they believed what the voice told 

them about the birth of Jesus, they were alike. All ages 

The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan 

Toomey by Susan Wojciechowski and 

illustrated by P. J. Lynch. A beautifully 

told story of hope. Jonathan Toomey is  

the best woodcarver in the valley which is 

why the widow McDowell asks him to 

carve a nativity. Jonathan, known as Mr. Gloomy by the 

village children, reluctantly agrees. And slowly but surely 

Mr. Gloomyôs sad heart is warmed by the friendship of the 

widow McDowell and her son, Thomas. Elementary on up 

#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ "ÏÏËÓ ÔÏ "ÏÒÒÏ× ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ .Å× (ÏÐÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ 

(continued on next page) 
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 Director of Music Allen Amos 

As we enter the season of Advent, our 
music program kicks in to ñhigh gear.ò  The 
handbell choir is working on music to play 

for Christmas Eve. The children and youth 
are learning music for the Childrenôs 
Christmas Pageant on Dec. 16th. The 
Chancel choir is preparing weekly anthems 
and special music for our Christmas Eve 

service of Lessons and Carols. If you have never attended 

the Christmas Eve service, I encourage you to join us this 
year. It is a beautiful, candle-lit service, that takes the 
congregation through nine lessons (or scripture readings), 

interspersed with carols and music. 
You can expect to hear the following 
things at the service:  youth play 

instrumental music, the saxophone 
quartet, the handbells play prelude 
music, the chancel choir and special guests, and you will 
participate in singing some of our favorite Christmas 
Carols. The prelude will begin at 5:00 pm and the service 
of Lessons and Carols will start at 5:30 pm. We offer 

childcare at this service, so bring your entire family! I pray 
that you have a peaceful season of Advent as we prepare 
for Christ's birth. 

 

 

L ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ 
aŀƴȅ ƳƻƻƴƭŜǎǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ 
/ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ²ŜŀǊȅ 
²ƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀōŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ 
!ƴŘ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ 
²Ƙŀǘ LϥǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ 
Iƻƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ 
¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ 
/ƘƻǎŜƴ ƳŜ ƴƻǿ 
¢ƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴ 
 
L ŀƳ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ 
ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ 
L ŀƳ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŀŘ L ōŜŀǊ 
Lƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ ŎƻƭŘ ŀǎ ǎǘƻƴŜ 
aǳǎǘ L ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǘƘ ŀƭƻƴŜ 
.Ŝ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƴƻǿ 
.Ŝ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƴƻǿ 
 
ώŎƘƻǊǳǎΥϐ 

.ǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴ 
IƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
.Ŝ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƴŜŀǊ ƳŜ 
.ǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴ 
 
.ǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴ 
[ƛƎƘǘŜƴ Ƴȅ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ 
tƻǳǊ ƻǾŜǊ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ 
CƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ Ƙƻƭȅ .ǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴ 
----------------------------------- 
5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ 
!ǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜ 
LŦ ŀ ǿƛǎŜǊ ƻƴŜΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƻŦ ƘŀŘ Ƴȅ 
ǇƭŀŎŜ 
.ǳǘ L ƻũŜǊ-ŀƭƭ L ŀƳ 
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ-ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƭŀƴ 
IŜƭǇ ƳŜ ōŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 
IŜƭǇ ƳŜ ōŜ 
IŜƭǇ ƳŜ 
 
ώŎƘƻǊǳǎϐ 

.Ŝƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ά.ǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴέ  
ǎǳƴƎ ōȅ !Ƴȅ DǊŀƴǘΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǝƳŜǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘƻǊǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ άōǊŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴέ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƘŜƭǇΦ  
 

Breath of Heaven (Maryõs Song) 
ό²ƻǊŘǎ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎ 9ŀǘƻƴ {ǳƴƎ ōȅ !Ƴȅ DǊŀƴǘύ 

Christmas Day in the 

Morning by Pearl S Buck and 

illustrated by Mark Buehner. 

Rob wants to give his father 

something special for 

Christmas ð but it is already 

Christmas Eve and he doesnôt have any money. 

Then Rob thinks of a wonderful way to surprise 

his dad. All ages 

Who Built the Stable? A Nativity 

Poem by written and illustrated by  

Ashley Bryan. Beautifully illustrated 

this poem helps answer the question 

ñWho built the stable?ò All ages 

An Orange for Frankie by 

Patricia Polacco. This is one of 

Patricia Polaccoôs most heart 

warming true story about her 

grandmotherôs family in Lansing, 

Michigan during a less complicated 

time. Early elementary and up 

#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ "ÏÏËÓ  (continued) Help Decorate the Sanctuary 
for Christmas 

On December 2, the Fellowship 

Committee will provide wassail and 

cookies following worship. 

Afterwards, everyone is invited to 

stay and help decorate the tree and 

sanctuary for Christmas.  

Advent Devotions right to your phone!  

If you would like to receive daily devotions in 
your email, go to http://daily.upperroom.org/.  
I receive these short but definitely meaningful 
devotions every day and it helps me start my 
day with a Christian focus. You can also sub-
scribe to http://www.d365.org/todaysdevotion/ 

which will email a link to your email account.  
Click on the link and you will be taken to their 
website which has a 5 minute devotional that 
includes instrumental music. And of course if 
you would like to receive this devotion on your 
smartphone, there is an app for that! 

http://daily.upperroom.org/
http://www.d365.org/todaysdevotion/
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 MISSION                                                                Holiday Season Missions 

Upcoming Projects 
Tisô the season of giving, as you  

may have noticed already. Mission 

Committee has several projects 

underway that involve sharing our 

blessings with others around us.  

 Thanksgiving Food Drive 
At Thanksgiving, New Hope Presby-

terian helped provide dinners for 47 

families at New Hope Elementary. 

Many thanks to our congregation for 

their extreme generosity in ensuring 

that so many families could have 

such a lovely Thanksgiving. Thanks 

also to Clint Burklin and Helen  

Imbrock, who shopped for and  

delivered this bounty to the schoolΗ 

The Giving Tree  
At the beginning of the Advent 
season, it has become the 
tradition at New Hope to put up a 
Giving Tree in the narthex. Its 
ñornamentsò contain gift requests 
for children at New 
Hope Elementary, 
Stanback Middle 
and Partnership 
Academy. The 
children have been 
identified by the 
social workers at these schools as 
coming from families who will 
be struggling to provide a nice 
Christmas for their children. 

Please consider taking an 
ornament or two! You may also 
make a contribution to the  

Giving Tree fund so that Mission 
Committee can purchase any gift 
requests that are not pulled from 
the tree. Ornaments with requests 
for gift cards will also be 
included on the tree, so that 

families may shop for some items 
for their children as well. 

Your ornament will specify 
whether the gift should be 

wrapped or not. Some parents 
like to see the gifts before 
wrapping them themselves.   

Christmas Meals  
on Wheels Drive 

Orange Congregations in 
Mission (OCIM) provides 

a holiday box to their 
Meals on Wheels clients at Christmas-
time, to make up for suspended 
lunchtime deliveries over the holiday. 
New Hope has signed up to provide 
two items for these boxes: single-

serving cans of beef stew, and four-
packs of prepared fruit. Can you help 
the Mission Committee provide these 
items? We will collect donations on 
the first two Sundays of Advent, Dec. 
2 and 9, for delivery to OCIM by Dec. 

14. Thanks for making Christmas a bit 
brighter and more nourishing for many 
of your homebound neighbors! 

Alternative Giving: This is beginning 
to take off at New Hope, so this year 
we are making it even easier for you! 
We all know someone on our list who 
has everything ï and would prefer 
contributions be made to meaningful 
causes at Christmas.  

We will set up a table in the narthex on 
December 2nd and 9th. Someone from 
the Mission Committee will be there to 
take your check or cash (we will have 
envelopes marked for cash donations) 
designated to one of four worthy 
organizations that are close to home: 

¶ OCIM 
¶ New Hope Camp and Conference 
Center 
¶ Presbytery Disaster Assistance 
Network (designated to ongoing 
hurricane relief efforts) 
¶ Montreat Music and Worship 
Conference Scholarship 

In return you will get a certificate to 
present to the person you are honoring 
with this donation, packaged in a 
festive handmade holiday envelope. 
Weôll even give you a bow to put on it! 

 

Prospect Hill Gift Wrapping Party 

In early November, we had our annual gift wrapping extravaganza for pediatric 
patients at the Prospect Hill clinic, a community health center that provides care 

to all. In December, all children who come to the clinic are given a gift from 
under the tree. Nearly 400 gifts were wrapped that day! Thanks to the many 
nimble-fingered folks who showed up to help. 


