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Thousands of years 
ago, the prophet Jere-
miah wrote to the Jew-
ish people living in ex-

ile in Babylon.  The exiles were dis-
heartened, and hoped fervently for a 
return to their homeland.  Jeremiah 
stepped in with an unusual message 
from the Lord:  "yes, but not yet."   
God's message, delivered through Jere-
miah, was this:  "Promote the welfare 
of the city where I have sent you into 
exile.  Pray to the Lord for it, because 
your future depends on its welfare.ò   
(Jer. 29:7 CEB)  In other words, God 
desired the well-being of the Jews and 
the Babylonians.  God understood that 
peoples of the world, though they have 
different religions and traditions, are 
interconnected.   
In our community, we are interconnect-
ed, though there are marked differ-
ences.  On the one hand, we in Orange 
County have a high standard of liv-
ing.  A recent statewide study found 
that a baby born in Orange County will 
have the highest life expectancy of any 
baby born in North Carolina.  (http://

www.ncchild.org/news/child-life-
expectancy-varies-by-county-wealth/ to 
read the study.) 
On the other hand, poverty is a stark 
reality in our community.  According to 
Orange County Schools, the percentage 
of Orange County school children re-
ceiving free or reduced lunch has 
jumped from around 28% to over 40% 
since 2008.  (http://www.orange.k12. 
nc.us/district/data/nutrition free-
reduced.pdf) 
An average person may not see the con-
nections in the community.  Today we 
live in neighborhoods sorted largely by 
income.  Sometimes workplaces are 
stratified:  people of various positions 
may work in the same building, but 
they may not have the mindset of being 
"neighbors."  Our children attending 
school, however, spend all day with 
students from a variety of back-
grounds.   

God sees us as interconnected, and sees 
our welfare intertwined with the wel-
fare of our neighbors.  As a new school 
year begins, our Mission Committee is 

(Continued on page 3) 

Rev. Kerri Hefner 

From the Pastorôs Desk 
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During our work with Asheville Youth 
mission, the AYM Team encouraged 
us to get to know the people we were 
encounteringðto introduce ourselves, 
find out their names, learn a bit about 
their story.   

My small group had been assigned to work with Be 
Loved House, a nonprofit agency that provides a safe 
space for people on the margins of society. (http://
belovedhouse.webs.com/).  On Wednesdays, Be 
Loved House holds a farmers market at the senior 
center across the street from their house.  They go to 
the Food Bank and pick up whatever fresh produce is 
available, set it up on tables in the seniorôs center 
and then the people at the senior center can come 
and choose the fresh produce that they would like.  
Free of charge.  They are encouraged to take only 
what they need/can use. 

The youth set right to work setting up the tables, put-
ting out the produce, manning the tables and talking 
with the people as they came through the line.  Since 
all was going smoothly I went to refill my water bot-
tle.  On the way I stopped to say hello to a table of 
folks in the back of the room.  One of them, Die-
drick, engaged me in conversation about how great it 
was to have young people out in service to others.  
He introduced me to his wife, Maude.  After small 
talk, the conversation turned to the events happening 
in our part of the country, and he asked me if I had 
heard there had been a 7th church burning overnight.  
I had heard the news, but as I was more focused on 
the mission trip, I didnôt know any details.  I told 
him how sad it was and we both agreed that it made 
no sense.  The conversation turned towards the 
shooting in Charleston, the hatred in our world and 
the violence committed by racist people.  Then 
Maude told me a story.  She and her family were liv-

ing in Waynesville at the time when they woke up to 
their house on fire.  Her first husband was able to get 
their two older children out of the house, but they 
were unable to reach the baby in the back.  As they 
exited the house they realized how the fire had start-
ed: there were flares all over their porch, and on their 
roof.  The KKK set their house on fire and their baby 
died.  I was shocked and saddened to hear this horri-
fying story.  Here was a woman who had experi-
enced the atrocities of racism and was willing to 
share this story with meða complete stranger.  Tears 
rolled down my face as I looked her in the eyes and 
told her how sorry I was for her loss.  My heart was 
heavy. 

We spoke for a few minutes more before it was time 
for us to leave.  Diedrick gave me a hug and invited 
me to attend his church.  I thanked them for sharing 
their stories with me.  And we left. 

Yet the story I heard that day, the sadness I felt, 
thinking about the violence that a few white people 
have done and continue to do to black people.  The 
injustice haunts me still.   

The mission theme for the week, ñBroken Bounda-
riesò was based on  Galatians 3:28 ñ There is no 
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are 
one in Christ Jesus.ò  These words are timeless and 
important for us to hear anewðwhat does it mean to 
break down boundariesðto choose love over hatred, 
peace over war, justice over injustice? How can we 
create a world where all feel loved, all feel worthy, 
all are honored for being created in the image of 
God?  How can we be ONE IN CHRIST?  

There are no easy answers to these questions.  But I 
do believe each of us can make a difference.  Some-
times just listening and hearing someoneôs story is 
the beginning of understanding and making a change 
in the world.  One story at a time. 

Mary Todd Peters 

Director of Christian Education 

Annette Goard 

Many thanks to our Summer 
Intern. Annette Goard.  She 
delivered two great sermons, 
and assisted in summer Sunday 
School and many of our wor-
ship services this summer.  She 
has spent much time at the church, and on 
pastoral care on home and hospital visits.  
Those who have spent time with her have 
found her compassion, insight, wit, and her 
ability to connect and converse to be a bless-
ing and comfort.  We wish her the best of 
luck in her future endeavors and remind her 
that sheôs forever welcome at New Hope. 

Is scheduled for August 8 
from 8 am until noon. 
Lunch will be served 
around noon.   

Sign-up sheet will be in rear of sanctuary.   

Please plan to help out.   

Rain date is  
August 
15th. 

Homecoming Work Day 
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Handbell and Chancel Choir Practices 
both resume in August.   

Handbell Choir rehearsals will begin 
on Tuesday August 4th at 6:30 
pm.  Former members and new/
interested members are encouraged to 

participate.  We are always looking for new handbell 
ringers, and no prior experience is necessary.  We are 
looking forward to an exciting year for the Handbells! 

Chancel Choir rehearsals will begin on Tuesday Au-
gust 11th at 7:30 pm.  We've had great attendance in 
summer choir, and we hope that more will join us for 
the academic year Chancel Choir.   

Please contact Allen for more information. 

Allen Amos 

Director of Music 

considering how NHPC can be a good neighbor to the students and 
families in our area.  Many families in the vicinity of the church strug-
gle with meeting daily needs and paying bills.  In what ways are we in-
terconnected?  What does the future hold for our community? 

May we pray for, and work for, the welfare of our community.   

(From the Pastorôs Desk continued from page 1) 

Everyone is welcome to join us in celebrating 
Homecoming on August 23.  

Our Worship Service begins at 11:00am. Our 
guest minister is Dr. Christopher Edmonston, 
pastor at White Memorial Presbyterian Church  

of Raleigh.  Dr. Edmonston was recently recog-
nized as a William Friday Fellow (2011-13). He 
has served on many Presbyterian boards and held 
a broad range of responsibilities in many Presby-
terian organizations.  Listen to a snippet of one of 
his sermons about grace at http://
pastoronpoint.blogspot.com. 

Enjoy a special Chancel Choir and Handbell 
Choir repertoire coordinated by our music  

director Allen Amos.  Following 
the Worship Service enjoy a de-
licious and hearty potluck lunch. 
The lunch will include a variety 
of salads, meats and vegetables, 
desserts, and beverages.  

You will also have a chance to see a display of 
our historical documents and objects.  

Blessing of the Backpacks   

Students of all ages, bring your 
backpack to church on August  

24.  Educators, 
bring the bag 
you carry to 
school.  We 
will have a spe-
cial prayer to 
begin the 
school year! 

Homecoming at New Hope Presbyterian Church 

Rally Day Kick-off! 

Mark September 13 on your calendar as this is the day we will 
kick off our fall Sunday school program.  You wonõt want to 
miss our potluck breakfast or the first day of fall classes!   

We will gather at 9:45 a.m. in the new Fellowship Hall to eat 
breakfast and òrallyó together to celebrate learning about The 
Bible, and what Godõs Word means for our daily lives.  Please 
bring a breakfast item to share. 
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Photo Album 

Summer Social 


