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Happy birthday, New 
Hope!  2016 marks the 
260th anniversary of 

the founding of this congregation. 

To recognize our 260th anniversary, we 
will celebrate and learn more about our 
community, and explore New Hope's 
connection with the surrounding com-
munity.  On February 7, we will hear 
from John Blackfeather, a local Occo-
neechee chief historian, on the history 
of his people.  (We hear from descend-
ants of charter members that New Hope 
had interactions, although fleeting, with 
the local Native American peoples.)  
We will celebrate our connection with 
congregations that used to share a pas-
tor with New Hope, including Efland 
and Hillsborough.  And there is more to 
come!  

To kick off the anniversary, and as part 
of my Doctor of Ministry studies, I will 
preach on some of the foundational Bi-
ble stories that have most inspired, sus-
tained, and puzzled people through the 
years.  Each sermon will address the 
text, and also consider the importance 

of telling and retelling our history as a 
people of faith. 

I would love your help with the sermon 
series!  I'd like to know your thoughts 
and feelings about what I'm calling the 
"Foundations of Faith" passages.  Email 
me with any of the following 
thoughts:  Do you like the passage?  Do 
you "connect" with it?  Why do you 
think so many people are familiar with 
the story, even in a society as diverse as 
ours? 

The texts are: 

Creation accounts in Genesis 1 and 2 

The Fall (or Adam and Eve eating the 
apple) 

The Exodus (especially the plagues, the 
parting of the Red Sea) 

The Prodigal Son 

The Good Samaritan 

Jesus' birth 

Jesus' forgiveness on the cross ("Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what 
they do" Luke 23:34) 

I'm looking forward to what God will 
do in our congregation and community 
in 2016!  Happy New Year! 

Rev. Kerri Hefner 

From the Pastorôs Desk 
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Dear New Hope Friends, 

Imagine these scenarios: 

Children collecting pennies for hunger 
offering, running up and down the aisle 
of the sanctuary, adults and others 
calling them to come to their pew so 

more change can be dropped into their buckets.  
Every child has a bucket and every child is asked to 
come and receive more change.  The implications of 
these collections are twofold: people who are hungry 
get fed and children who need nurturing feel a part of 
the church family. 

Youth at school find out a fellow student and his 
family wonôt have presents this year because his 
mother has lost her job.  They collect money and buy 
him a pair of Nike shoes because that is what he 
would truly like to have.  When given the present he 
thanks his friends  ñThis is exactly what I wanted!ò 

A child who visits church with her grandparents tells 
her mom one day ñI want to go see God today!ò The 
family now does daily Advent devotions and is 
looking for a church home. 

Carolers go to a nursing home to sing Christmas 
carols and bring joy to the residents.  One woman in 
a wheel chair is overcome with emotion.  Two of the 
adults leave the group to comfort her.  More in the 
caroling group are crying themselves.  Love has 
indeed come down! 

Friends, Christ the Lord is born!  Let us rejoice in 
this Good News and live our lives reaching out to 
others with the love of Christ Jesusðthose whom we 
know, and those who feel as though no one knows 
them. 

On each day of this new year may we open our eyes 
and hearts to see how God is working in our livesð
through our own actions or through the actions of 
others.     

   In Christôs peace, Mary Todd 

Mary Todd Peters 

Director of Christian Education 

Christmas Pageant Video Available  
Andy Collins filmed and edited a 
video of this yearõs Christmas 
Pageant, copies of which are 

available for church members 
digitally.  For your 

copy, please provide a 
labeled USB thumb 

drive to Al Townsend, 
or send an e-mail request for a 
DVD to newsletter@newhopepresusa.org.  

Anniversary Bible Study  

Continues on January 14th, 21st, 
and 28th.  Topics will include: 

Why does the Bible retell old sto-
ries?  Why does the Bible keep 

repeating the story of the Exodus, for example?   

Who are the minor characters in the Scriptures?  Why do 
their stories get less print?  

Christianity can be ñat homeò any 
place on earth.  How has Christianity 
adapted to different cultures through-
out the ages? 

Come to one session or come to them all!  The three ses-
sions will be held at 7 pm in the Discipleôs Room.    

Each session will last one hour.   

Let Kerri know if you need child care.   

On Sunday, January 10, at 5:30 pm, 
please join the youth in our 5 th  annual 
Epiphany dinner and hear the story of 

why the Wise Men were 
following a star in the first place.  
We need volunteers to bring chili, 
soup, or salad.  Please 

contact Lisa McLamb if 
you are able to provide 

food for our meal.   

 

 

 

 
All ages are invited!   

What will be in the mystery gifts this year?   

The only way to find out is to come!   

Epiphany Dinner and Fellowship Fun! 
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We  have been blessed with wonderful music not only during our regular 
and special worship services, but on other 
occasions.  From our chancel choir, handbell 
choir, summer choir, childrenôs choir, 

instrumental performances, and a concert by 
the Pittboro Bach Society, we have enjoyed 
beautiful and inspiring selections, performed 
by our talented members and guests. 

Music of 
New Hope  


